
 

 

Understand IV Education for LPNs/LVNs and RNs 

 

1. How do LPNs/LVNs obtain IV certification 
 

Let me try to clarify the process. 

 

IV certification is really a loose term.  In MOST states there is no actual “certification” given 

to LPNs/LVNs for infusion therapy management. The nurse must refer to the rules provided 

by the state board where they practice nursing, as every state’s guidelines vary slightly. 

 

To be legally able to manage infusion therapy the LPN/LVN must meet three specific 

requirements. 

 

First, Education Requirements  
 

In most states the nursing school’s curriculum to obtain your LPN/LVN license contains 

some infusion therapy standards. This   This fluctuates based on the schools of nursing and 

the state. Most state boards require additional education for an LPN/LVN to be able to 

manage infusion on patients.  This education provides the knowledge and competency 

necessary to qualify the LPN/LVN to administer IV therapy.  The Board of Nursing in some 

states requires the Infusion therapy course to be approved and include specific content 

requirements. So, it is imperative to know your state board requirements  before practicing 

infusion therapy as an LPN/LVN. 

 

Second, Competency Demonstrations 
 

To become qualified to perform infusion therapy as an LPN/LVN you must demonstrate your 

competency also known as Skills competency or skills validation.  The skills demonstration 

is to be performed under the supervision of a preceptor with proper understanding and 

competences. The preceptor ensures that you are competent and skilled to manage infusion 

therapy on patients. 

 

Third, Scope of Practice 
 

To be allowed to manage infusion therapy on patients, LPN/LVN must make sure they are 

working within the legal scope of practice defined by their State Board of Nursing. That is 

why IV Mastery recommend that you contact your state’s Board of Nursing.  To find out 

more here is a link to all the state Boards of Nursing where you can enquire about the 

requirements for your state to be eligible to perform IV therapy and the tasks that are legal 

for you to perform in your state.  

 

2. IV Education Requirements for RNs 

For Registered Nurses, there is no additional education required outside of basic nursing 

curricula to be able to perform infusion therapy for patients.  The standard is that an RN 

 



 

 

performing infusion therapy should have the requisite knowledge and skills derived from 

application of the Infusion Nursing Standards of Practice.  However, the Infusion Nurses 

Society recommends, due to the lack and/or inconsistency of infusion therapy in basic 

nursing curricula, that the RN complete an organized educational program on infusion 

therapy.  This basic knowledge of safe administration of IV therapy is the standard to which 

all nurses will be held in a court of law should a lawsuit occur.  To sum it up, additional 

education beyond nursing school is not required but is recommended for RNs to perform 

infusion therapy on patients. 

  

It is our hope at IV Mastery that we can partner with you to meet your educational needs, 

and help you achieve new heights of success!  Our comprehensive online education 

courses give you the competency and knowledge needed to administer infusion therapies. 

For all states, our courses meet continuing education requirements and provide an excellent 

refresher course for the Registered Nurse, or as a primer for the new-grad RN! 


